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LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
JOHN C. STENNIS SPACE CENTER 

AND  
U.S. COAST GUARD GROUP NEW ORLEANS 

 
1.  PURPOSE:  This agreement defines the procedures for providing safe haven moorings at the National 
Data Buoy Center pier located at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration John C. Stennis Space 
Center facility in Bay St. Louis, MS when USCG Group New Orleans’ eastern Louisiana and Mississippi 
based assets are threatened by an approaching storm. 
 
2.  SCOPE:  A hurricane striking the Gulf coast will cause extensive flooding and damage.  Of particular 
concern is the location of the majority of Group New Orleans assets in eastern Louisiana and in Gulfport, 
MS.  Depending on the track of a particular storm, safe haven moorings may be required for not more than 
three (3) 87’Patrol Boats (WPB), not more than three (3) 55’ Aids to Navigation Boats (ANB), and not 
more than six (6) Utility Boats (UTB).  The WPBs are self-sufficient and will only require to be refueled by 
a commercial supplier prior to departing for recovery operations. 
 
3.  RESPONSIBILITY:  U. S. Coast Guard Group New Orleans units will contact John C. Stennis Space 
Center at the beginning of each hurricane season, not later than 1 June of each year, to ensure that safe 
haven mooring facilities will be available, and to arrange an on-site visit (optional) to ensure that necessary 
equipment is available for safe mooring.  John C. Stennis Space Center will be responsible for contacting 
Group New Orleans as soon as practical in the event that mooring facilities will not be available so that 
alternate plans can be implemented. 
 
4.  PROCEDURES:  Upon setting Hurricane Condition IV and depending on the track of the storm, Guard 
Group New Orleans or its subordinate units will comply with the following: 
     a. Advise John C. Stennis Space Center that Hurricane Condition IV has been set. 
         Hurricane Condition IV indicates that severe weather is expected to make 
         landfall within 72 hours.  Group New Orleans will request safe haven 
         moorings when Hurricane Condition III is set. 
      
     b.  Advise John C. Stennis Space Center when Hurricane Condition III has been 
          set, and then request permission to move assets to safe haven moorings at will. 
          Hurricane Condition III indicates that severe weather is expected to make 
          landfall within 48 hours.  Assets will remain at the safe haven moorings until 
          the storm has safely passed. 
 
     c.  Upon being given the all clear, Group assets will return to their respective 
          homeports to commence recovery operations. 
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